Wound cleansing by irrigation for implant surgery.
Wound irrigation is an adjunct to all implant surgeries involving surgical incisions or arthroplasties. An understanding of the physics of wound irrigation provides a scientific basis for recommending wound irrigation systems for implant surgery. When inserting implants through surgical incisions, a low-pressure irrigation system is recommended for removing blood from the wound surface. In contrast, high-pressure irrigation systems are indicated to cleanse the intramedullary canal before cemented arthroplasty. With the advent of static and dynamic pressure transducers, irrigation systems can now be specifically designed to achieve these goals.